ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Links to Christ and Grace
***Worship service and sermon posted each Saturday evening
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgveCGQgn0okeiNXLcmZI_w?view_as=subscriber

Website: https://www.christandgrace.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg/
OFFERINGS: We are thankful for you!
Your faithfulness in sending your contributions to the church is something for which we are most
grateful. Your gifts allow us to continue the ministries of Christ and Grace even when we cannot
be physically present to one another. We can support our church and the wider community with
our prayers, our acts of service, our participation through online worship and study, our reading
of mailed news and sermons, and our financial gifts.
For those who are able, please know that you can make a contribution electronically by going to
“Give” at www.christandgrace.org. Offerings can be set up for a one time or recurring gift. The
church is charged a fee for this service. If you are able to include the fee with your offering, the
total amount is tax deductible. Or you can set up a regular payment through your bank's bill pay,
or mail checks to Christ and Grace 1545 S. Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805.
PRAYER LIST: We beg you to feed the hungry, protect the refugee, embrace the distressed,
house the homeless, nurse the sick, and comfort the dying. Especially we pray for Tyrone Allen,
Robyn Arrington, Brian Hettinger, Horace Higgins, Mark Jones, Josh Lumley, Mike McKibbin,
Lilly Rudd, Mark Sheffield, Wendy Taft, Larry Tucker, and Paige Whitley.
BE THE CHURCH
We are collecting food for the Hope Center Food Pantry. You may bring food and leave it in the
plastic bin at the back door. If you would like to send a monetary contribution to the Hope
Center they would be most appreciative. Send to The Hope Center at 827 Commerce Street,
Petersburg, VA 23803. You can also donate via their website at dcuhopecenter.org.
Some Items needed are grape jelly, crackers, canned meat (tuna, chicken, spam, stew), along
with canned fruits and vegetables.
VACATION
Robin+ will be away the week of June 7-14. Worship on June 7 will be found as usual online.
For worship on June 14, we will share some links to other online worship options. In case of
pastoral emergency please contact Senior Warden Kemper Brinkley and he will connect you
with the priest on call.
GENTLE REMINDER
The church building is closed for our safety. We are not sanitizing the building at this time so
every person who comes in is not only putting themselves at risk but also is exponentially
increasing the risk of infection for others. If you need something from the building please email
or call and arrange with us to pick up things on Wednesdays when we can bring it out to your
car. We appreciate your understanding and care for one another.

MESSAGE FROM ROBIN+
This Sunday we celebrate one of the 3 major feast days in the Church – the Day of Pentecost.
There will be some excitement in our worship service this week so be sure to join us for worship
by watching the video through our church Facebook page or on our YouTube channel. On the
Day of Pentecost we remember when the Holy Spirit came down upon those earliest followers of
Jesus, empowering them to be the Church and proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
I don’t know about you but I am longing for the Holy Spirit to blow across our world and cleanse
us from the COVID-19 virus. As the first followers of Jesus had to wait with patience and trust
in the promise of Jesus to send the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, so we wait for the work of the
Spirit even now. Can we trust that the Spirit is working? Where have we seen evidence? At first
glance it might seem that the Spirit is not at work when so much in the world around us is in
turmoil, so much needs healing. Sometimes the Spirit shows up in quiet ways, made evident by
the spiritual gifts shared by the followers of Jesus.
As the Apostle Paul writes in his letter to the people at the church in Corinth, “Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Cor. 12:4-7)
The gifts of the Spirit are evident here at Christ and Grace even in the midst of a pandemic,
maybe especially so. We have a new email format, thanks to Jill Donnelly and Samantha Ellis
sharing their gifts of technology with us. We have a newly painted kitchen thanks to planning
skills of Greg Gwaltney, Lee Boisseau, and Mike and Barbara Bristow, and thanks to an
anonymous gift to help fund the project. Marigene Little has been working behind the scenes to
update some of our liturgical hangings and making face masks available for any who need them.
Finally, we have an amazing group of students of all ages who have persevered to finish this
school year online, and let’s not forget our teachers who have also shared their gifts to encourage
all students to succeed. We will be honoring our graduating high school seniors during worship
on June 7.
As we continue for an as yet unknown length of time with virtual worship, we would love to
include more of you in our worship. If you would like to share your gifts of music, reading the
lessons, or praying the prayers, I hope you will contact me. Sharing our gifts with one another
makes the Holy Spirit visible!
On Sunday we will celebrate the presence of the Spirit in our midst. Wear red wherever you are
and join us.
Blessings,
Robin+

Sermon for the Day of Pentecost, May 31, 2020
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
"What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel:
`In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " Acts 2:1-21
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” John 20:19-23
A group of us are meeting each Thursday evening on Zoom for Bible study. We are reading the
Acts of the Apostles and it’s so filled with the Holy Spirit that it’s going to take us a lot longer
than we thought to study this text. The book of Acts is the continuing story of the followers of
Jesus, a story that priest and author Barbara Brown Taylor likes to think of as the gospel of the
Holy Spirit.

When the Holy Spirit shows up, things can get very exciting and unpredictable. In the Acts of the
Apostles, when the Spirit arrived there was a sound like the rush of a violent wind, tongues as of
fire appeared and rested on the disciples, and they began to speak in many languages. When we
read in scripture about this sort of chaotic lack of decorum, it tends to make us nervous, or even
fearful, so we come up with all sorts of excuses about why this was a one-time strange
occurrence in the first century. In fact, the scoffers who were there that day were sure the
disciples were drunk, first thing in the morning. Because it was easier to believe that than to
believe what no one could explain.
The Holy Spirit doesn’t always show up in this powerful and obvious way. In the Gospel
reading from John, the Holy Spirit is quiet, not at all obvious. Jesus walks through locked doors,
breathes on his disciples, and they receive the Holy Spirit. There is no wind, no fire, no
proclaiming in many languages. Here, Jesus is meeting the disciples exactly where they are. And
where they are, is breathless and afraid. They have had the wind knocked out of them by the
brutal execution of their beloved Teacher just days before. They know the shallow breathing of
panic, as they huddle together in a locked room, not knowing where to turn or what comes next.
And then, Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit into them.
This year our Pentecost might seem more like the one described in John. We are all locked inside
our homes. The world outside is uncertain, as we do all we can to stay safe from a virus that will
take our breath away. Each of us has our own fears, anxieties, shortfalls and failures. We might
fear that our faith will falter because we cannot physically gather together in worship.
What if God has been preparing us for this exact moment? What if that is the beautiful work of
the Spirit – to gather us together in Spirit when we cannot be together physically? What if this
experience is preparing the Church to be the Church beyond the walls of our buildings?
The first century followers of Jesus, as our Bible study group is learning, experienced the very
presence of God and Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. They discovered abilities within
themselves they never knew they had. Despite the persecution that scattered them out into
regions far from the temple in Jerusalem, they continued to walk in the way of Jesus, sustained
by the Holy Spirit. In fact, being scattered out in the world is what spread the Gospel!
Do we still believe in a God who walks through closed doors and breathes peace and creates
rushing winds and sets our heads on fire? Do we still believe in a God who has the power to
transform us, both individually and as the Church, even when we cannot physically gather? Are
we ready for the breath of God to change our lives?
Come, Holy Spirit! Rush over us and bring us fresh air and needed change. The Spirit can fill a
heart or fill a room. It can appear as tongues of fire, giving us the courage to proclaim the gospel
in new ways and in new places, and it can create soft breezes of wisdom and understanding to
help us really hear what others are saying, to really listen with compassion when we hear the
Spirit speaking through that person who lives and thinks very differently than we do. The Spirit
can bring motivation when we are afraid to try something new, or peace and comfort when we
lose that which we were certain we could not live without.
The ever-present Spirit is here, just waiting for us to notice her, to let her blow through here and
wake us up. Will we follow the Spirit’s lead out into the world to proclaim the Gospel, and to be
the hands and feet of Jesus?
Come, Holy Spirit!

