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Today is a principle feast day in the church, The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Temple. It’s also Candlemas, also called the Blessing of the Candles, which we explored in
Adult Forum. It’s also Groundhog Day and Super Bowl Sunday. There’s a lot going on! We wait
for the groundhog to present himself and determine whether or not we will have six more weeks
of winter. We wait for the Super Bowl snacks to be presented and the half time show and the
commercials – even if we aren’t the greatest football fans.
In our Gospel this morning Simeon and Anna have been waiting for a long time, waiting for the
promised Messiah to appear. And Mary and Joseph have been waiting forty days to present their
firstborn son in the Temple.
Jesus came from a good Jewish family who kept Torah faithfully. As commanded in Torah (in
Leviticus 12), after the birth of her firstborn son, every Jewish woman was expected to wait forty
days and then come to the Temple for purification bringing an offering for the Lord. The priest
would make atonement for her and declare her to be clean. Even more important in Jewish law
was the presentation of the firstborn son, as commanded in the book of Exodus – “The Lord said
to Moses, ‘Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is the first to open the womb among the
Israelites, of human beings and animals, is mine.’” (Exodus 13)
You may recall that Hannah gave her firstborn, Samuel, to God and he remained in the Temple
to serve God there. But not every firstborn boy child stayed in the Temple. Most, in fact, were
redeemed from this life of service by an offering. Mary and Joseph presented Jesus to God in the
Temple, as required, and then ritually redeemed him by making an offering.
All this was to fulfill the law and was not at all unusual. What was unusual about this event is
that there were two people there in the Temple that day that knew more, even more than his own
parents, about Jesus and his future. Simeon was righteous and devout, and the Holy Spirit rested
on him. He had also been told by the Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. And it was the Spirit who guided Simeon to the Temple that day and right away
Simeon knew he was in the presence of the long-awaited Messiah. He took the Christ child in
his arms and praised God. His words of praise are so beautiful that they have been preserved as
a prayer ever since. After praising God, Simeon blessed them and prophesied about Jesus, words
that would later come to pass. Jesus was destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that would be opposed. A relationship with Jesus was no guarantee of earthly
peace, even for his mother.
As if that were not enough for the young parents to hear, there was a prophetess named Anna in
the Temple, a very elderly widow who constantly praised and worshiped God. She also spoke
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. I imagine Mary and
Joseph left for home that day full of uncertainty. They had obediently presented Jesus along
with their sacrificial offering of two small birds but learned that their Son was destined for more
than they ever imagined. The one they had redeemed … would become the Redeemer.

Which may lead us to wonder…. When we come to this place of worship each Sunday,
obedient to the expected norms of our own faith tradition, having put the acceptable amount of
offering into the plate, do we leave here unchanged? Or Changed? Are we somehow drawn into
more than we have asked or imagined? Mary and Joseph left the Temple that day changed by
the prophecy of Simeon and Anna. They to return to the world, to offer Jesus to all who were
seeking salvation and light.
As his followers we too are called to offer Jesus, to have our own lives changed, as we go out
into the world with the good news of the Gospel. Where are the places in our world where we
might present Jesus? Perhaps we could present Jesus at our workplace, at school, or in
committee meetings. Checkout lines and waiting rooms offer holy space for sharing faith. Some
of us may be called to present Jesus to those who have great weath, or to those who are living in
poverty. The truth is, any place is a good place, a temple, where people are waiting to be
presented with Jesus.
No one, not even wise, devout, Spirit-filled Simeon and Anna, ever said that it was going to be
easy. In fact, it’s often a challenge to go to the hard places and do what we are called by God to
do. A musician must practice in order to use his gifts to make music. An athlete must exercise
her muscles to be strong and able to compete. In the same way, it takes practice and dedication to
become followers of Christ, to get our bodies, minds, and spirits to work together to create
wholeness, to create strong relationships with Christ and with one another. Just as we have to
get up off the couch if we ever hope to be good at whatever we are called to do, we must get up
off of our pew to be a follower of Christ. We are called to share what God has given us, we are
called to go to all the places where Jesus has not yet been presented, to present Jesus to those
who have long awaited the light of Christ.
We start small and build our strength and endurance. Serving in a ministry here at church,
making a commitment to daily prayer and study, visiting a parishioner who cannot get to church,
or volunteering day or two each month. We start a conversation with someone we notice sitting
on the margins, give a bag of food to a food pantry, or invite a friend to church. We write a note
to someone we know is carrying a burden, or take a meal to someone so busy caring for another
that they have no time to cook. In all these small ways we are practicing, exercising, building up
our faith, and presenting Jesus to others.
What is amazing is that we have no idea how many people are watching; people who see us
being like Jesus, and then, in seeing, begin to long for a relationship like that. In the 2nd Century,
Tertullian, an early Christian theologian and writer preserved some amazing words of pagans
who observed the Christians, "See how they love one another." So many people today are
longing for, searching for, a way of living that is kind, loving, and generous. They are waiting for
salvation. What do they observe when they see us outside of our Sunday morning hour in
church? We are here because we have seen the Savior, because someone presented Jesus to us.
Who is not here yet because they are waiting to see the light of the Savior in us? Let’s close by
saying together the Song of Simeon, found on page 120 in your BCP….
Lord, you now have set your servant free

to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

