The Good News
TUESDAY LENTEN PREACHERS AND LUNCHEONS
Join us on Tuesdays during Lent at 12:15 pm for a short worship service and guest preacher followed by lunch in Lackey Hall. ($5.00 per plate)
Tuesday, April 2

The Rev. John Maxwell Kerr, Bishop’s Vicar at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church Blackstone
Luncheon - Maureen McClure
Menu: Chicken Spectacular

Tuesday, April 9

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee, Rector , Mar tin’s Brandon, Burrowsville
Luncheon - Kitty Gwaltney and Valerie Jeter
Menu: Soup & Sandwich

Each Tuesday considerable effort goes into the lunches made by members of the church, and this
is a major fundraiser for the Episcopal Church Women. Please plan to attend one or more.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN POTLUCKS

Wednesday April 3, and April 10, from 6:00 pm - 7:45 pm. You are invited to
bring your favorite dish to share at our potluck suppers. This is a great time to
invite a friend to join in the fellowship of our church.
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Following dinner we will learn about the Stations of the Cross and together we
will create the Stations to be used on Good Friday. We will end the evening with
a service of Compline.
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Sunday Services

Good Friday - April 19, Noon
Stations of the Cross following the service
Easter Day - Sunday, April 21
8:00 am Holy Communion
10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt
10:30 am Festival Holy Communion with choir
Flowering of the Cross and Mite Boxes

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Communion

CHRIST & GRACE
ENGLISH CHORAL PILGRIMAGE

Sunday School for Ages 2-11

January 30-February 8, 2020

Adults and Youth

````````

There are still 10 spaces available for the C&G Choral Pilgrimage
scheduled for January 30-February 8, 2020 led by Robin
Teasley, William Owen and Matthew Little. A choral pilgrimage
is a rich musical and spiritual journey where we visit important and
historic sites and hear some of the finest choirs in the Anglican
Communion singing evensong. We will visit St Paul's Cathedral
and Westminster Abbey in London; King's College, Cambridge; Winchester, Salisbury and
Canterbury Cathedrals; Christ Church, Oxford and St George's, Windsor.
The total cost is $2,400 not including airfare. Pick up a brochure from the church or contact
Robin, Bill or Matt for further information. We have 15 registered and we hope to limit the
pilgrimage to 25 participants. Take advantage of this great spiritual and musical opportunity
before registration is opened up to other churches.
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8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist II
10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
10:30 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist II
Flowering of the Cross and Mite Boxes

Message from Robin+
We are about to enter into the most holy week of the Church year. We have been reflecting throughout Lent on our need for God,
things that may separate us from or bring us closer to God, and on what it means to walk in the way of Jesus. In this life modeled
for us we begin to see what discipleship looks like; we begin to understand what it means to die to self as we love God and neighbor.
Lent is long and the wilderness is dry. In trying to follow Jesus we may have failed, not only in our chosen Lenten discipline, but
perhaps in areas of our lives as well. Even so, we have also come to know more about God’s mercy and grace in these Lenten days.
Palm Sunday begins the Holy Week journey with Jesus to the cross on Good Friday. After an empty Holy Saturday of waiting, of
not yet, of in between time, we will experience the joy of Easter, the empty tomb, and new life in the resurrection of Christ! Holy
Week is, in a sense, a review or summary of all of Lent. We are invited to experience, with Jesus, the brokenness of this world,
traveling with him in the wilderness and through the trials of worldly power, failing integrity, and suffering. Only in Christ will we
find the promise and joy of eternal life.
A wise priest once said that unless there is a death, there cannot be a resurrection. Can we fully comprehend the joy and
immeasurable gift that is Easter, if we have not realized our need for forgiveness, or the grace God gives to us no matter how many
times we turn away? When Jesus went to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, he asked his disciples to sit with him while he prayed,
to remain with him and keep awake. But when Jesus returned to them, the disciples were all sleeping and Jesus asked them, “Could
you not keep awake one hour?”
Holy Week is an opportunity to stay with Jesus, to keep awake, to watch and pray. You are invited to participate in this final week of
Jesus’ life in the services held on Maundy Thursday at 7 PM, and on Good Friday at 12 Noon. Following the Good Friday service
you may stay and experience the Stations of the Cross, as we meditate on the last hours of Jesus’ life with the stations created by our
Wednesday Night Lenten Potluck group. Only as we experience the emptiness of life without Christ can we fully know the joy of the
emptiness of the tomb on Easter.
Walk with us through this week as we participate in the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, the final meal Jesus shares with his
disciples, and his suffering and death on the cross. And then on Easter Day, join with Mary Magdalene and the disciples at the tomb
to discover that it is empty, that Jesus has risen from the dead and conquered death for us all. Alleluia!

The Gift of Pastoral Care
When we think of Pastoral Care, we might have some questions – Who does it? What is it? When and where does it happen? Why
is it important? Perhaps the most important question is how could I participate in Pastoral Care? As the Apostle Paul explained in
chapter 12 of his first letter to the people of Corinth:
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them,
as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot
say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
You may not think you have the gifts or skills for Pastoral Care, but if you are a part of the body, then yes, you do! In fact, you
might just be surprised by what Pastoral Care can be! Please join us for an informative session during our Adult Forum time,
Sunday, May 5, at 9:30 AM to lear n the ways that Pastoral Car e is integr al to our mission of Hope, Healing, and Hospitality
at Christ and Grace.
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

31

1

2

3

4

5

6

8:00 HE

Office Closed

12:15 Lent
Service and
Lunch

9 am Hope
Center Feeding

12

13

9:30 Education
Adults and Youth
10:30 HE/Sunday
School ages 2-11

7 pm Tri-Cities
Band Rehearsal

6 pm Potluck &
7 pm Handbells Lenten Program 7pm Choir
AA Meeting
Rehearsal

7

8

9

10

8:00 HE

Office Closed

12:15 Lent
Service and
Lunch

3 pm Garden
Club Meeting

9:30 Education
Adults and Youth
10:30 HE/Sunday
School 2-11

7 pm Tri-Cities
Band Rehearsal

14

Palm Sunday 15
8:00 HE
Office Closed
8:45 Big Breakfast
9:30 Education
Adults
10:30 HE/Sunday
School ages 2-11

21

22

10 am Making of
Palm Crosses

16

17

24

25

Office Closed

28

29

8:00 HE

Office Closed

9:30 Education
Adults and Youth
10:30 HE/Sunday
School ages 2-11

7 pm Tri-Cities
Band Rehearsal

26

20
9 am Set-up for
Easter Altar

27
8 am Men’s
Breakfast

7 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

10:30 HE

19

12 pm Good
7 pm Maundy Friday Service
Thursday Svc. Stations of the
Cross
7pm AA Mtg.

7 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

23

18

8:00 HE
10 Egg Hunt

Youth meet for
Palm Crosses and
lunch.

7 pm Handbells 6 pm Potluck & 7pm Choir
Rehearsal
Lenten Program AA Meeting

10:30 Ladies
Home Holy
6:30 Vestry Mtg. Communion
7 pm Tri-Cities
Band Rehearsal

11

30

7 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

7pm Choir
AA Meeting
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About The Great Litany
VESTRY NEWS:
We learned recently that the Cameron Foundation has a
practice of making grants to historic churches for exterior
repairs. In order to qualify for these grants, churches must be
listed on the Virginia Historic Register. In order to receive
this designation, churches utilize the assistance of a licensed
architect to make a proposal to the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources. The Vestry in February decided to pursue
this opportunity. The total fee for hiring an architect has been
collected from individual designated contributions. The
process is expected to take about six months.
If and when the historic designation is received, Christ and
Grace could receive up to $25,000 per year for two years for
historic building preservation projects. The designation would
not put any restrictions on the church with regard to building
modifications, renovations, etc. Jimmy Thacker led the effort
to research the process and to raise the money for the
application. Greg Gwaltney helped out with the architect's
evaluation and Jim Donnelly with the fundraising process.
Our building has had some out of the ordinary upkeep
requirements in recent weeks. A new motor had to be
acquired for the heating system, and Rick Talmage will be
offering his expertise for the installation, with help from Mr.
Gwaltney, enabling us to avoid having to pay installation
costs. Additionally, a drain pipe for the Sacristy and Men's
room rusted through and caused a leak from the sinks in both
of those rooms. That pipe has been replaced.
The Robertson stained glass window has been removed and
taken to Epiphany Studio for rehabilitation. The date remains
open for replacement.
We have also begun looking into a new sound system for the
nave. Two companies in the Richmond area that specialize in
houses of worship have been identified and contacted, and a
committee is being formed to consider alternatives.
Bill Miller, Senior Warden

Diocesan Delegates Needed
It is now time for Christ and Grace to submit a new
Certificate of Lay Delegates and Alternates for
Diocesan Council. Elected by the Vestry, delegates
and alternates will serve for an entire conciliar year
beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020.
This term includes eligibility to vote at the
election of our next bishop on September 21, 2019, as well as
Pre-Council Convocation meetings in January, Annual Council in
February, and any other Special Council or other called meetings
that may occur during this period. If you are a confirmed member
of Christ and Grace and would like to serve as a delegate at this
exciting time in the life of our Diocese, please contact Rev. Robin or
Bill Miller and we will let you know some of the required dates your
presence will be needed.

On the Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 7, we will sing the
Great Litany in procession. You may remember that we
did this last year on the first Sunday in Lent.
The Great Litany is an intercessory prayer including
various petitions followed by fixed repetitious responses
by the congregation. The Litany (literally ‘Supplication’
from the Greek through Latin) is one of the most ancient
forms of prayer, used as early as the fifth century in Rome.
Martin Luther hailed it as one of the “greatest Christian
prayers.” It is, in fact, considered to be the first prayer
composed in the English language for use in public
worship. It was first published in 1544, and was included
in the 1549 Book of Common Prayer. King Henry VIII
commissioned Archbishop Thomas Cramner to write,
arrange, and prepare the Great Litany because he was
disappointed the people were not participating and joining
in the prayers in its earlier version. Today, it is used in
our Anglican worship at various times and seasons, but
especially during Lent because of its penitential nature.
In the Great Litany, nearly every area of prayer is
addressed, including petitions for the church, government,
the world and the poor. These prayers are prefaced by a
series of requests asking God to deliver us from all manner
of afflictions, including evil, sin, heresy, schism, natural
disaster, political disaster, violence, death and more.
The use of the Great Litany in procession was first ordered
by King Henry VIII. It has become common practice in
the Episcopal Church to continue this tradition, processing
around the entire perimeter of the worship space,
enveloping the congregation. This enveloping or
encircling of the entire congregation is meant to remind
us that God’s mercy surrounds us on every side. It
dramatizes (in the words of Peter Hallock) "our passage
through this world toward that which is to come”.
The version of the Great Litany we are using was prepared
by my dear friend, the late Peter Hallock, who served as
the Organist-Choirmaster at the Cathedral in Seattle from
1951-1991. The congregational responses in the Hymnal
1982 are amplified and enlarged by the choir, and are
punctuated by bell peals. However, the congregational
parts remain as printed in the Hymnal. I encourage you to
join us in offering these responses and fall into the spell of
this great petition for God’s mercy.
Singing the Great Litany in procession in this wonderful
form is an essential part of my personal Lenten journey.
I am extremely grateful to the Choir, our Lay Readers,
Missy Gates and her team of acolytes, Jill Donnelly, our
bell ringers organized and prepared by Tim Richardson,
Matthew Little for serving as our cantor, and to you, the
people of Christ and Grace for being willing to experience
and participate in this meaningful worship experience as
we conclude this holy season of Lent.
Bill
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DID YOU KNOW?
Thanks to Tommie and Sonyia Elder, Andy and Missy Gates,
Bee Betts, and Jim and Glenda Hunter for serving dinner to
the homeless at Trinity UMC. Every night about 25 people
are served. It’s not difficult and youth and older children are
welcome to come along and help. This program will run through
April and into May so if you are able to help please contact
Sonyia Elder or Rev. Robin.

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION (9:30 A.M.)
April 7 - The Poetry of Lent
April 14 - Palm Sunday - The Poetry of Lent
April 21 - Easter Day No Adult Education
April 28 - The Poetry of Easter
May 5 The Gift of Pastoral Care

EYC UPCOMING SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
April 7- Meet with Jeff in the youth room at 9:30 AM to
discuss three aspects of Easter (Three H’s). Easter’s impact on
Histor y, our Heads (how we think), and how it can change
our Hearts.
April 13 - Meet at church on SATURDAY at 10:00 AM to help
other volunteers make the Palm Crosses that the congregation
will use on Palm Sunday. I always wondered where they came
from. If time allows we may also help get items ready for the
Easter Egg hunt the following week. We also plan to go to
lunch afterward. We should be finished with everything, including lunch, around 1 PM. There will be no EYC meeting on
Sunday morning, April 14.
April 21- EASTER
April 28 - TBD

CELTIC EVENSONG & COMMUNION
Please join us for our next Celtic Evensong and
Communion Service on Sunday, May 19.

Save the Date:
Tentative Date for Senior Send-Off – Saturday, May 11
(Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12).

Our featured musician will be Cellist Jonathan
Shockley, accompanied by Matthew Little.
Pre-service music begins at 5:15 p.m. and the
service begins at 5:30 p.m. Casual dress is
encouraged. Please bring a friend and plan to
stay for the reception that follows the service.

Staff
The Rev. Robin Teasley, Rector
Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary
Marwee Walsh, Kitchen Coordinator

Christ and Grace Church
1545 South Sycamore St.
Petersburg, VA 23805

Greg Gwaltney, Property Administrator
Kitty Reed, Bookkeeper
Contact the Church
Phone: 804-733-7202

churchoffice@christandgrace.org
Website: chr istandgr ace.or g
Find us on Facebook at
Christ & Grace Episcopal Church
@ChristandGracePetersburg
Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 - 1:00 p.m.
The Good News is published
monthly, Sept.—June

Address Services Requested

The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet
again on Saturday, April 27, from 8:00 – 9:00
a.m. Join us for food and fellowship. All men
are invited to attend.
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