The Good News
Message from Robin+
We are ending the season of Easter, which culminates with the Ascension of Jesus after forty
days, followed by ten days of interim or transition time. At the end of the transition time the
Holy Spirit arrives on the Day of Pentecost. In the ten days between the Ascension and the Day
of Pentecost the disciples experienced an unsettled time where Jesus was no longer making
post-Resurrection appearances, and the promised Advocate, Comforter, Spirit of Truth had not
yet arrived. I imagine it felt scary and uncertain to the disciples to be in that in between time
without the familiar comfort of Jesus and not knowing for sure what it would be like to have the
Holy Spirit in their midst. I wonder if they missed the familiarity of the way things had been as
they waited to see what would happen next.
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As we imagine this scenario, perhaps we can connect it to how we understand the activity of the
Holy Spirit in our own lives. For the author of Luke-Acts, the Spirit brings life, renewal, and
restoration, though sometimes in sudden, disruptive fashion. Hubris is transformed into humility,
divisive conflict into diverse community, sometimes challenging long-held expectations. The
excitement of the Day of Pentecost is only the beginning. All through the Book of Acts, again
and again, the Spirit wakes up the Church and opens up new horizons for ministry, revealing the
Truth in surprising ways. The word for spirit also means breath. Breath means new life - and
new life means new growth, change, and ongoing development. The Spirit gathers and protects,
but also opens and challenges, provoking and pushing us along.
Thinking this way about life in the Spirit gives us a sense of how we are to live in Ordinary
Time. While Ordinary Time is a season of everyday life and growth in the church year that
concludes at Advent, it provides a framework for the entirety of our lives. Often we say that
Pentecost is the birthday of the Church, but unlike a birthday, it’s not a one day event but the
start of a new way of living in the power of the Spirit. It’s an exhortation to say, “Let’s go!” The
Church is not a building, nor is it a particular membership or group of people. At its heart, the
Church is a mission, God’s mission - and the call, the challenge, and the adventure continues! If
you want to get caught up in the adventures of the Holy Spirit and see how faith communities
since the beginning of the Church have responded to the Spirit, read the book of Acts – it’s great
summer reading!
Blessings,
Robin+
Summer Worship Schedule

*******
Summer Worship Schedule
Memorial Day - Labor Day
8:30 am and 10:00 am
Holy Communion services
No Christian Education.
Resumes Sunday, September 8.

Beginning on Sunday, May 26 (Memorial Day weekend) our services
each week will be at 8:30 AM and 10 AM. Come early and then enjoy the
rest of your day, or sleep in and join us at the later service. We will return
to our Fall schedule on Sunday, September 8.
Hope Center Lunches
Join us Wednesday, July 3 and Wednesday, July 10 to serve lunch at the
Hope Center. This is a great opportunity to serve in our community and we
encourage youth participation in the summer. Please contact Valerie Jeter or
Rev. Robin if you can help.
Celebration of New Ministry
Save the date! The Bishop is coming to celebrate our new ministry together. Yes,
we know, it’s been over a year and hardly seems new anymore, but now we can
celebrate all the good things we are already doing and will do together in the
future. This special service will be during our usual Sunday morning service at
10 am on July 21 and a reception will follow in Lackey Hall.
Please Note: There will not be a service at 8:30 am on this Sunday.
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PASTORAL CARE – WHO NEEDS IT?

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

In May we spent time during two Adult
Forums talking about pastoral care. We
brainstormed the definition, listed the many
ways we can all participate in the ministry to
one another, and talked about where we see
needs at Christ and Grace. This fall we will
be organizing a group of people who would
like to participate in the many facets of our pastoral care
ministry. We will also offer a time of training so that everyone
will feel more confident and have the skills needed to minister to
others. This training is open to everyone and is valuable not
only for pastoral care team members but for all of us as we care
for our families, friends and coworkers in daily life. If you are
interested in joining us for the training, or would like more
information, please contact Rev. Robin.

Join us at Christ and Grace for
Summer Book Club. We will read two
books, and offer two options to meet
and discuss each book. Purchase
your book online or from your favorite
bookseller, or check to see if your
local library has a copy. The books are:
An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith by Barbara
Brown Taylor
Book Discussion - Sunday June 23 at 11:15 AM or
Wednesday, June 26 at 1 PM
Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear
(The Practice of Everyday Life) by Scott Bader-Saye.
Book Discussion - Sunday August 11 at 11:15 AM or
Wednesday, August 14 at 1 PM.

ELECTRONIC GIVING AVAILABLE AT C & G
Visit our website at christandgrace.org and
go to “Give” at the top of the page for our
online giving options. You can also text a gift
to 804-294-2214 listing the donation amount
as your message, and then you will receive a
link to complete your donation. Both options
are secure, fast and easy to use.

KITCHEN CARE TEAM NEEDED

CHILDREN’S SUMMER SUNDAYS.
During the summer there is no Sunday
School for children. Instead, a fun Sunday
will be offered each month so be sure to
mark your calendars for June 9, July 21,
and August 11 and bring the children to the Sunday School
room on those dates before the 10 am service.

New Treasurer for Christ and Grace

After years of work and dedication to keep
our kitchen stocked and to schedule our
teams of volunteers who provide our Sunday
refreshments, Marwee Walsh is stepping
down from this ministry for a well-deserve
break. Thank you, Marwee - you have been a
blessing.

The Vestry is happy to share the good
news that Bob Holleman has agreed to
serve as our church Treasurer. After
five and a half years of service, Paul Higgins is stepping down
for a well-deserved retirement. Paul has been a blessing to Christ
and Grace in his role as Treasurer and we are thankful for the gifts
he has shared with us.

In an effort to make things simpler and more manageable, the
former job of Kitchen Coordinator that Marwee Walsh did so
beautifully all on her own is being reorganized into 4 ministry areas.
Please consider volunteering your time and gifts to serve in one of
these positions:

Bob and Kristy Holleman have been members of Christ and
Grace for well over fifteen years. They have two children, Bobby
who attends Radford University and Maggie who attends VCU.

Coffee Hour Coordinator – Creates the schedule for Sunday
refreshments and assists as needed.
Potluck Monthly Gathering Coordinator – Attends this monthly
event, arriving early to set up and prepare beverages, helps with
clean up.

Bob is retired from Scott Trade and Kristy continues her work
as a teacher. They attend the early service on Sundays and Bob
is active in the Men’s Breakfast Group. Bob enjoys home
renovation work and traveling. Bob grew up in Henrico and
Chesterfield counties, attended Trinity Episcopal School and is a
graduate of Roanoke College.

Supply Manager – Keeps tabs on supplies needed for the kitchen
and purchases supplies as needed.
Laundry – weekly pick up, laundering, and return of dishtowels

CONSIDER CAMP CHANCO

If you are able to offer time and gifts for any of these tasks that help
us offer hospitality, please contact Rev. Robin.

Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, Godparents: Do you know
a special child who would enjoy going to Camp Chanco for
summer camp? Reservations are currently being taken for
children 8-18. Visit www.chanco.org.

June 2019
Sun

Mon
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Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

3

Sat

1

2

8:30 HE

3 Office Closed

4

10:00 HE

5

6

7

No Potluck

7 pm AA Meeting

8

9 8:30 HE
10:00 HE
SS Ages 2-11

10 Office Closed 11
Robin on vacation
June 9 - 16

13
12
14
3 pm Garden Club 7 pm AA Meeting
Meeting

15 8 am Men’s
Breakfast

16

17 Office Closed

18 10:30 am
Ladies Home HE

19

20
7pm AA Meeting

21

22

25

26
1 pm Book Club

27
7pm AA Meeting

28

29

8:30 HE
10:00 HE

23 8:30 HE / 10 HE 24 Office Closed
11:15 Book Club

July 2019

30 8:30 HE
10:00 HE

Sun

7

8:30 HE

Mon

Tue

8:30 HE

4 Holiday
5
Office Closed
7 pm AA Meeting

6

8 Office Closed

9

10 9 am - 1 pm
Hope Center
Feeding Program

11

12

13

18

19

20

26

27 8 am Men’s
Breakfast

17

10:00 HE
21 No 8:30 HE

22 Office Closed

23

24

7 pm AA Meeting

7 pm AA Meeting

10:00am Renewal
of Ministry HE

25
7 pm AA Meeting

29

30

31

Mon

Tue

Wed

August 2019

10:00 HE

4

8:30 HE

5 Office Closed

11 8:30 HE /10 HE 12 Office Closed

1pm Clarke Reunion

10:00 HE

26 Office Closed

Fri

Sat

1
7 pm AA Meeting

2

3

7
No Potluck

8
7 pm AA Meeting

9

10

13

14
1 pm Book Club

15
7 pm AA Meeting

16

17 8 am Men’s
Breakfast

20 10:30 am
Ladies Home HE

21

22
7 pm AA Meeting

23

24

27

28

29
7 pm AA Meeting

30

31

10:00 SS Ages 2-11
11: 15 Book Club

18 8:30 HE / 10 HE 19 Office Closed

Thu

6

10:00 HE

25 8:30 HE

Sat

3 9 am - 1 pm
Hope Center
Feeding Program

16
10:30 Ladies
Home HE

Sun

Fri

2
No Potluck on
Wednesday 7/3

15 Office Closed
6:30 pm Vestry
Meeting

28 8:30 HE

Thu

1 Office Closed

10:00 HE
14

Wed

DID YOU KNOW
Confirmation at St. John’s, Chester
On June 23, Bishop Magness will be at St. John’s in Chester
for a service of Confirmation. Patrick Matthews will be
confirmed at this service and Christ and Grace members are
invited to attend with the Matthews family to support him by
your presence.
Clean Church
A cleaning team from Jani King has been contracted for
weekly cleaning of the church. Greg Gwaltney, as Property
Administrator, oversees their work which usually takes place
late on Fridays or on Saturday. We are grateful for Greg’s
faithfulness in keeping the facility running at its best and our
clean space will be welcoming to all.

Memorial Garden Care
The summer rains and sunshine
transform our Memorial Garden into
a place of beauty, but they also give us
weeds. Our weekly lawn care service
cuts the grass but is not responsible for
weeding of the beds. If you enjoy
working in the garden, please consider
spending a few hours tending our
Memorial Garden. It’s a quiet and beautiful place and
weeding can be contemplative work. We are grateful for
any amount of time you can give.

The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet
on the following dates this summer:
Saturday, June 15, July 27, and August 17,
from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Join us for food and
fellowship. All men are invited to attend.

WORK-CAMP LUNCHES
This year will take place July 22-26. This ministry is easy
and so appreciated by the teens from other cities and states
volunteering their time to assist our community. We provide
lunch for seven people each day consisting of two sandwiches,
chips, fruit and sweets. The volunteer will need to deliver the
lunches at noon to 1208 Rome Street, Petersburg.
For some parishioners the team approach works
well so find a friend and pick a day. If there is a
day that works for you, please contact Angie
Baldwin 895-3931 or Robin Teasley 733-7202.
Thank you for participating in this important
community outreach .

Staff
Robin Teasley, Rector
Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary
Greg Gwaltney, Parish Administrator
Kitty Reed, Bookkeeper
Contact the Church
804-733-7202
churchoffice@christandgrace.org
www.christandgrace.org
Find us on Facebook at
ChristandGracePetersburg
Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday , 9 - 1:00 pm
The Church News is published monthly,
Sept. - June.
Deadline is the 15th.

Contact us at ChurchOffice@ChristAndGrace.org to request
our monthly newsletter. You can also find current information on our website www.ChristAndGrace.org and on our
Facebook page ChristAndGracePetersburg, where you can
like us and share us.

Christ and Grace Church
1545 South Sycamore St.
Petersburg, VA 23805

Address Services Requested

