Links to Christ and Grace
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgveCGQgn0okeiNXLcmZI_w?view_as=subscriber
Website: https://www.christandgrace.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg/
Offerings:
Please remember to send your offerings to church so that we can continue to pay the bills. If you find
your income changes due to work layoffs, we understand – and please let us know how we can help
you. Keeping our budget balanced gives us the resources we need to continue to help others.
-

Mail a check to Christ and Grace 1545 S. Sycamore St., Petersburg, VA 23805
Go to “Give” at christandgrace.org. Offerings can be set up for a one time or recurring gift. The
church is charged a fee for this service. If you are able to include the fee with your offering, the
total amount is tax deductible.
Set up online billing/auto payment through your bank account. If you need assistance, please
contact the church office, leave a message and we will call you back.

Message from Robin+

March 26, 2020

Dear People of Christ and Grace,
I hope you are all staying well and are finding ways to connect with family and friends. Maybe
you are even getting a few projects done around the house! I miss seeing you and worshiping
together. Not having Holy Communion is difficult for me. I am beginning to long for it. I miss
praying the Eucharistic Prayer with you and sharing the Body of Christ in the bread and wine. We
are a sacramental church, meaning that the outward and visible signs of bread and wine are the
inward and spiritual grace of Jesus within us. We are the Body of Christ.
As we continue to shelter in place or quarantine, we are protecting the most vulnerable among us,
which is an act of Christian service in these days. If you have watched the broadcast on Sundays at
the Washington National Cathedral, you have seen them celebrate the Eucharist as a small group
and then pray a prayer for the rest of us to receive a spiritual communion. We encourage you to
watch this service on Sundays. We offer some discussion on our church Facebook page afterwards
and would love for you to join us. Even if you do not have a Facebook account you can access our
page through our church website. In the meantime, we can pray together from home until we can
again gather together to feast at God’s table, and what a feast it will be!
Next week you will be receiving some materials to use for worship during Holy Week. We will
also be making palms and palm crosses available to you, probably on Friday and Saturday, April 34. We will also be creating Easter baskets to go for our children who will be missing our Egg Hunt
this year. More details to follow.
Christ and Grace now has a YouTube Channel and we are sending you the link so that you can
access it and watch any video messages posted there. (See link above)
Our next adventure will be using Zoom for some meetings and even a time of coffee hour! I want
to challenge you to stretch yourselves a bit and try connecting online or in social media. You might
be surprised at the community you find in that context!

We know that the Church is not a building, but a community gathered in prayer. We also know that
the earliest Christians worshiped in their homes. As we near the end of our Lenten journey and
prepare for Holy Week, perhaps it’s time to create a prayer space at home that is available any time
of day or night to anyone in your household. In the midst of the chaos of working and learning
from home, and the worries of this world right now, working together as a family or on your own
to build a home altar or sacred space may be an excellent way to create order and peace. This is not
difficult and can be done with items you already have at home. Find a surface in a low traffic area
such as a windowsill, small table, portable tray table, or bookshelf.
Some things you will want to gather for your prayer space are:
 A cloth for the surface – this can be any piece of fabric, a scarf, a placemat or napkin. You can
even match the liturgical color if you like, but it’s not necessary. If you do want to try that, Lent
is purple, red can be used from Palm Sunday through Maundy Thursday, Good Friday is black,
and Easter Vigil and Easter Day are white.


A candle to remind us that Jesus is the Light of the World – this can be real or battery operated. A
candle also reminds us of the presence of the Holy Spirit and helps us calm our minds.



A cross – any shape is fine, and if you don’t have one you can make one out of paper, or two
sticks tied together, or print one from the internet. A cross necklace also works.



An icon – not everyone has an icon, but they are a wonderful focus for prayer if you do have one.
You can also make one by printing one from the internet. Just google icons and find one you like.
And if you can’t find one, you don’t need one.



An object from nature - a stone, shell, acorn, or small branch to remind you of God’s creation.
For Easter you can add fresh flowers if you have them.



Words – add your Book of Common Prayer, a Bible, or a devotional book to use when you pray.
You can write your favorite prayer on a card and keep it there as well. Words remind us that
Jesus is the Word. This is especially good to remember while we are not receiving Holy
Communion. We also receive Jesus through the Word.



Other objects - anything that has special meaning for you, or some prayer beads, or a small bowl
of water for Maundy Thursday as a reminder of the way Jesus taught us to serve each other, and
again for Easter to remind us of our baptism. You could add some nails for Good Friday.

I will be posting a video on YouTube and Facebook showing you how I will create my home
prayer space so stay tuned.
I know this time is the strangest thing we have probably ever experienced as a church, but may it
assure us even more of God’s great love for us, Christ’s presence in us, and the Holy Spirit’s
empowering of us to be the Church right now when the world so badly needs the love, wisdom,
and peace of God. I am confident that you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you!
Blessings, Robin+

Readings for this Sunday: https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html

5 Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Christ and Grace March 29, 2020
Robin Teasley

John 11:1-45

Here we are on this Fifth Sunday in Lent, knowing by the calendar and by the new growth bursting
forth outside that Holy Week and Easter are almost here. But we are all sheltering in place, or
sheltering in grace as I heard someone say this week. It doesn’t feel like Lent at all, does it? In
fact, it seems like we are missing it altogether. It feels like we are dead in a tomb and waiting for a
resurrection; a resurrection we are half afraid won’t come.
The readings today tell us of resurrection, of bringing new life out of what was presumed to be
dead. In our reading from Ezekiel, the prophet is taken to the valley of dry bones, and it’s clear that
this image represents the crisis of 587 BCE in Jerusalem. When the Babylonians swept in and
conquered Judah they forced the people into exile; they destroyed Jerusalem, including the temple,
the place where God dwelled. The Babylonian siege was a time of devastation and despair – it was
a national disaster and a crisis of faith. God’s people had lost the land promised to their ancestors,
their king had been taken captive, and the temple, where the Lord dwelled, where God’s glory was
known, lay in ruins. They could no longer worship there.
The people in exile had lost everything. They were living in a strange land, and had to learn to
worship away from the temple with spiritual practices that were different from their normal
worship. In this place of loss and grief, the prophet Ezekiel is visited by the spirit of God and is
taken to a valley of dry bones.
The vision Ezekiel experiences is a metaphor for Israel’s rebirth after the exile and shows him that
God is not confined to the Jerusalem temple, but can come and go in such a way that God can be
present even among exiles in a foreign land. The vision makes clear to Ezekiel that the presence
and life-giving power of God is in the community, among the people, wherever they may be. This
was a much-needed word of hope for a community grieving so much; a community who believed
they were dead, who cried out, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.”
Perhaps Ezekiel has a word for us today. We cannot worship together in our church building, our
land is in a crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and all the ways we connected to God and to
one another at church have been suspended. But the vision Ezekiel got from God, if it is also for
us, and I believe it is, is that we are not without hope. We are a community in exile, but we are not
dead. Our spiritual practices have changed but we are not cut off completely, though we might, like
the exiles of Judah, feel disconnected. We might feel as if there is no hope as we face challenges
for which there seem to be no good answers. Can these bones live? How can the Spirit blow new
life into us?
In our Gospel reading we have another resurrection story. Jesus doesn’t get to Bethany fast enough
to heal Lazarus. Martha and Mary both begin their interactions with Jesus by sharing their loss of
hope in the midst of their sadness, even accusing Jesus saying, “Lord if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” This is raw disappointment, loss, and grief, and it’s something that
every single one of us has experienced at some time in our lives. It’s something we are all
experiencing right now, in various way, as this virus affects our lives, changes our plans, and
overturns all our hoped for activities at church, work, school, and even at home. All this quarantine
time together can get pretty crunchy!

When Jesus says that Lazarus will be raised, Martha assumes he is speaking about the promised
resurrection at the end of time and she says, “Yes, Lord, I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection of the last day.” But Jesus means something more, something immediate, revealing
that the life he offers is not merely a promise for the future but something that makes a difference
here and now.
And Lazarus, who is most certainly dead, returns to life when Jesus commands “Lazarus, come
out!” But notice that Jesus does not stop there. After commanding Lazarus to come out of the
tomb, Jesus then turns and issues a command to the waiting crowd as well: “unbind him and let
him go.” In other words, the community is commanded to participate in God’s action, to bring it to
completion. It is the experience of new life in community right now that strengthens our faith in
eternal life. Jesus invites the community to get involved, to play a part in seeing this miracle move
forward, because when the community participates, God’s command is brought to beautiful
completion.
We are being called to bear witness to God’s actions in our lives right now and to be changed by
what we experience. God is with us and is transforming us even now, in ways that will become
visible as we do the work of unbinding in community. I’ve witnessed this unbinding in the Christ
and Grace community and in the world - there have been teacher parades in Hanover and other
school districts to bring joy to the students, musicians giving free concerts from their living rooms,
parishioners giving rides to medical appointments, calling to check on those who live alone,
shopping for and delivering groceries and unexpected surprises. It’s our small, faithful actions that
reveal new life in this world. Resurrection is happening even now, all around us, if we will take
time to look around, see what fears and doubts and losses and griefs need unbinding, and then do
small things to help.
While our Holy Week and Easter will be very different this year, some of us are working on
resources for different spiritual practices to help us all journey with Christ to the cross, and then
celebrate the Resurrection on Easter Day. Because Easter happens, even in a pandemic.
The transformation of the valley of dry bones, the raising of Lazarus, and the life-giving actions we
are part of in this community affirm for us that new life is all around us if we will look for it, and
help unbind one another to experience it.
As we approach the end of Lent, I encourage you to look around for the possibility of new life.
Remember that sometimes, oftentimes, the new life will not look like the old life. And when you
notice a possibility, even in a field of dry bones or in a tomb that seems sealed, allow the Spirit to
blow through with new life, allow Jesus to speak new life to you. And trust that God is inviting us
to experience the power of the resurrection in our lives, new life, not only in the future, but here
and now. Amen.

