ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Links to Christ and Grace
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgveCGQgn0okeiNXLcmZI_w?view_as=subscriber
Website: https://www.christandgrace.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg/
OFFERINGS: Thank you to all who sent in your contribution this past week. We know that this is an
extraordinarily challenging time, with many facing serious financial hardship. So many of you who need the
church right now feel terrible about not being able to support it financially. Please remove this from your list of
worries. We are here to support each other, and we will get through this together. We know that those who are
able to do more to support the church at this time will do so, recognizing that if the shoe were on the other foot,
our fellow parishioners would gladly do the same for us. It's who we are and what we do.
For those who are able, please know that you can make a contribution electronically by going to “Give” at
www.christandgrace.org. Offerings can be set up for a one time or recurring gift. The church is charged a fee for
this service. If you are able to include the fee with your offering, the total amount is tax deductible. Or you
can set up a regular payment through your bank's bill pay, or mail checks to Christ and Grace 1545 S. Sycamore
Street, Petersburg, VA 23805.
PRAYER LIST: We beg you to feed the hungry, protect the refugee, embrace the distressed, house the homeless,
nurse the sick, and comfort the dying. Especially we pray for Robyn Arrington, Nancy Gates, Betty Goodman,
Kayleigh Harris, Brian Hettinger, Horace Higgins, Nell Howard, Mark Jones, Pret Kaichen, Josh Lumley, Kent
Mallory, Mike McKibbin, Joan Mitchell, Addison Owens, Sharon Plymire, Lilly Rudd, Mark Sheffield, Wendy
Taft, the Trowbridge Family, Larry Tucker, Dan Waters, and Paige Whitley

MESSAGE FROM ROBIN+
Well, we made it to Easter. Now what? All the things we would normally do next are not going to happen, at
least not yet. So perhaps it’s time to do some new things! We know that this strange time is presenting so many
challenges, especially to those who struggle to make ends meet. The Hope Center continues to operate a food
pantry and demand has increased. If you can spare the expense of a few extra items in your grocery cart each
week, we can help make a difference for those who are hungry. If you would like to deliver a collection of food
to the Hope Center once a week, please let me know. I have a plan but will need some help.
This week the Vestry is going boldly where no Christ and Grace Vestry has gone before. We are having our
meeting on Zoom! If you would be interested in an evening Bible Study on Zoom, please let me know. It looks
like Tuesday or Thursday at 7 PM would work best.
If we get comfortable with Zoom, I’d love to have a Sunday morning Coffee Hour, and perhaps we could even
worship together using this format.
That’s a lot of new things for us to consider, but then Jesus promised us new life!
As always, I am missing you and want to hear how you are doing so please contact me if you need assistance or
just want to chat.
Easter Blessings,
Robin+

Link to Lectionary readings:
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html

A Sermon for the Second Sunday of Easter
A Reading from John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him,
"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name.
In this season of Easter we hear parts of the Resurrection story from Matthew, Luke, and John. All four gospels
tell the story, though each gospel has its own particular details. Last Sunday we heard the story as told by
Matthew; the two Marys saw the resurrected Jesus at the tomb and then went to tell the disciples. None of the
twelve disciples were at the tomb or saw Jesus that day.
This week we hear John’s version. In his version, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb alone and found the stone
rolled away. She ran to tell the disciples that someone had taken the body of Jesus, and then Mary, Peter, and John
returned to the tomb. Finding the linen wrappings there but the tomb empty, Peter and John went home. But Mary
stayed at the tomb weeping, and then two angels appeared, and then Jesus appeared, although at first Mary
thought she was seeing the gardener. Even when Jesus talks to Mary she does not recognize him. It is only when
he calls her by name that she sees and knows Jesus.
When Mary returns to tell the disciples that she has seen the Lord, there is no record of how the disciples
responded to this announcement, but it’s a good bet they did not believe it because they remained locked in the
house in fear. And in Luke’s gospel the disciples did not believe the women - they thought it was all an idle tale!
All of this is worth noting because in this terrible, stressful, and fearful time of great loss, the women and the
disciples each reacted differently. They did not all believe at the same time. Just as no two of us will process
suffering or loss in exactly the same way. And we each have to come to understanding and peace in our own time.
When Thomas says he does not believe the other disciples saw Jesus, I imagine they were frustrated with Thomas,
just as the women were that morning when the disciples who had not seen Jesus did not believe them. Seeing is
believing, right? I’d have never believed it if I hadn’t seen it with my own eyes, we say. It all comes down to
trust, doesn’t it? And who can you trust? The politicians? The media? Your neighbors? Your employer? These
days, we can’t even trust that there is going to be any toilet paper in the grocery store. Believing is not always
easy.

A recurring theme in the resurrection appearance stories is how early Christian communities struggled to
understand and believe. So often we belittle Thomas, because he demands more tangible proof than the
others. But isn’t he only asking for what the others have already received? Whatever the reasons for his doubt,
and there are always reasons to doubt, it’s likely all the other disciples had those same doubts. When it came to
seeing the resurrected Jesus, all of them had a difficult time of it.
“Have you believed because you have seen me?” Jesus asks Thomas, the other disciples, and the rest of
us. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” The disciples themselves have trouble
believing on the basis of testimony alone – but life is about to change in a radical way as the Jesus movement will
grow and the Church will be established as a result of the power of testimony. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon
his followers to empower them, sending them out to proclaim good news, to tell the story; a story that would be
seen and heard.
It’s as if Jesus says, I understand your need to see me and touch my body in order to believe, but there’s an even
greater form of faith and trust, a deeper understanding, that isn’t dependent on signs and miracles, or even on the
presence of my physical body. It’s a new form of faith and trust to help you discern me within you and among you
and throughout creation. Now I give you the Holy Spirit, and send you out, away from my physical body, into a
new and deeper relationship with me. The cross and my resurrection are not the end of the story. In the power of
the Holy Spirit you will go into the world to tell the story with your very lives.
It's as if Jesus says, I know you really wanted to be here physically in the church celebrating Easter Day. I know
you long to be here and receive me in the bread and in the wine. But I want you to trust that your faith can
withstand the separation; I want you to believe that I am within you and among you and throughout creation no
matter where you are. I want you to trust that you have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to tell the salvation
story in this world.
Why would Jesus teach and encourage the disciples to move beyond their dependency on signs and wonders and
his physical presence? The author of Hebrews says that faith is the conviction of things unseen. Because in life,
there are many things unseen, many things unknown and incomprehensible. It is our faith, our belief, our trust in
God that becomes a light in the darkness, a glimmer of hope in the midst of suffering and death, and the breath of
peace in our fear.
Do you ever have doubts? I know I do. We are in good company with Thomas and the other disciples, and so
many throughout scripture and in the Church. That’s why we need the Church where we can wrestle with our
doubts as a community; where we can strengthen and expand our faith that God is with us in all things, even as
God is leading us into new life and new ways of being. I have a hunch that our doubts (and fears) surface
whenever things change, whenever our faith is challenged.
We are in a time of great change in the world, and while we long to return to normal life, to the old and familiar
way of life, there will be a new life for us after this pandemic abates. There will be a new normal for the Church
as well. We will need to move forward, even with our doubts, but we need not fear because Jesus has gone ahead
of us to prepare the way and Jesus will not leave us in our doubts but will meet us right where we are, breathing
on us the peace and power of the Holy Spirit.
Each Gospel writer tells the story a little differently, but all of them are clear that the story does not end at the
cross or with the resurrection of Christ. Our lives are particular stories of our life in Christ. This fearful and
anxious world is looking for one to trust; waiting to hear the story of new life in the power of God’s love. May we
live this story with our lives, revealing the newness of life in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

