The Good News
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Message from Rev. Robin
A Litany of Thanksgiving
Gracious and Generous God, we give you thanks
For those who are new to the Sunday refreshment ministry, for those who continue to share their gifts
to assure that all are welcomed on Sundays and for those who plan, cook, set up, serve, and clean up at
Celebrations of Life Receptions, bringing comfort and nourishment to families and guests
For those who brought offerings for our St. Francis Blessing for the shelter animals and for those who
fix broken coffee machines, fold and stuff bulletins, and weed the Memorial Garden and other areas of
our property
For those who tend to the daily maintenance needs of our church and for those who clean out the
kitchen pantry, set up and take down tables, wash tablecloths, and vacuum after receptions
For those who light, and then extinguish hundreds of candles to make our Celtic service glow and for
those who provide a beautiful reception after each Celtic service
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For those who sing in the choir and plan pilgrimages and for those who serve lunch to the homeless
and work faithfully at budget meetings
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For those who teach our children and youth, and for those who come to Sunday Lectionary study with
great questions and share beautiful God moments that inspire the rest of us
For those who give financial gifts to support the rector’s discretionary fund, the Memorial Garden, and
to honor our loved ones who have entered God’s nearer presence
For those who encourage us to focus on stewardship of all that God has given us, who planned and
served a picnic lunch, prepared pledge card mailings, offered reflections on our blessings, and shared
knowledge and joy in our stewardship skit
For those who give much creative time and talent to keep our website and social media content current
and for those who serve as Sunday acolytes after late night band competitions and as funeral crucifer
even when final papers are due
For those who launder the lay reader robes, arrange flowers, polish brass, care for altar linens, and
prepare the table each week, and for those who serve as ushers, welcoming and meeting the needs of
all

“AMONG THE RUINS”
Mark your calendars for
Friday, November 15, from
7-8 pm at Christ and Grace for
an organ recital by our very
own Matt Little. Don’t miss
this special event!

For those who support our church with financial resources, with offerings of pastoral time, and offer
unceasing prayers for us
Above all, we give you thanks, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ and for the promises, mercies, and
great love that we receive through the power of the Spirit. Amen.
Blessings, Robin+

Wednesday, November 27
6:30 p.m.
Our Thanksgiving service will be held on Wednesday,
November 27, at 6:30 pm allowing those who cook dinner
on Thanksgiving day to enjoy this beautiful service.
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The flower chart for 2020 is up! Commemorate
your loved ones with a dedication in the bulletin
by sponsoring the arrangement at the altar. The
chart is located in the hall next to Robin's office.
Please write your name on your chosen Sunday,
fill out the form located on the boar d, and
leave it in the file box on Jill's door. Please do
not sign up without filling out a form. If you
are not able to sign up in person you may contact
Lee at shakubuku42@gmail.com or 243-3302.
The cost is $55, payable to Christ and Grace, with 'altar flowers' in
the memo line. Please be aware that either greens or a special arrangement will be used during Lent and Advent. Thank you for
helping us adorn the altar!

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION (9:30 a.m.)
Nov. 10 – Lectionary Study
Nov. 17 – Lectionary Study
Nov. 24 – Lectionary Sunday
Dec. 1 – First Sunday of Advent
Dec. 8 - No Sunday School - Annual Meeting & Service - 10 am
Dec. 15 - Third Sunday of Advent
Dec. 22 - Christmas Pageant - No Christian Education
Dec. 29 - No Christian Education

Dear fellow parishioners,
Pastoral care at Christ and Grace is a service provided to church
members who may be shut in due to illness, infirmities or even
limited by the weather. These basic services may take the form of
a hot meal, a trip to the doctor or even a roll of toilet paper to a
congregation member snowed in. For a long time these services
were provided very ably by Claire Brill. So ably in fact that it
takes more than one of us to fill her shoes.
If you would like to be put on a list to occasionally provide a meal
or to give someone a ride please let us know. You will not be
overly burdened nor called often, but when called your service
would be greatly appreciated by your fellow parishioners. You
can also be assured that the gratification of providing a hot meal
or a ride to someone you may sit next to on any given Sunday far
outweighs the effort of giving it.
In the future we hope to even take the Eucharist to those unable to
attend church. Rest assured this is not to replace the pastoral visits
provided by our clergy but to supplement it only. This will have to
be done after some training and licensure by the diocese, but is
available to those wishing to provide that kind of ministry and
fellowship.
Again, if you feel compelled to help your fellow church members
by providing any of the above, we would love to hear from you.
Jim Hunter
EYC NEWS:
November 17th Event - Free Screening
of the movie Emanuel at Hopewell High
School at 2 PM on November 17 with
a special Q & A session by former
Chicago Cub baseball player Chris
Singleton. We will plan to meet at
Hopewell H.S. at 1:45 – but if anyone
needs a ride to/from please let Jeff
know. Parents/Families are welcome to
attend as well. I have reserved 7 spots, but the sponsoring church
told me there are more slots if more want to join us.
December 8th Event - We will grab lunch after church and head to
Richmond for a performance called “Glorious Christmas Nights”.
The performance is put on by the West End Assembly of God, and
will start around 2:30 PM. We should be back at church by 5:15 PM
or so. If you have never seen one of their shows, I highly recommend it. The final act is impressive, and guaranteed to help remind
us of what Christmas is all about. This show normally sells out
quickly, but we were able to get 10 tickets for the Dec. 8 th show –
please let Jeff or Lisa know as soon as possible if you would like to
attend.
Link to Glorious Christmas Nights: https://gcn.weag.org/

We were happy to be Shining Our Light on
stewardship during Sunday worship services in
October. Thanks to our members who continue to
shine by turning in their pledge cards indicating
their plans for weekly offering to support the
church in 2020.
Our month-long Stewardship Campaign finished
on October 27 with a skit performed by many
talented members of our congregation. Thanks
to actors John Brockwell, Mary Beth Bristow, Ray Ellis, Samantha
Ellis, Liz Richardson, Marwee Walsh, Matt Little, and Jim Hunter,
and to production manager Lee Adams and sound man Jim
Donnelly.
Thanks, also, to all of our speakers who shared their reasons for
giving and what makes Christ and Grace Church so important to
them and our community. Gene Ross, Samuel Gates, Allison
Whitley, Bob Holleman – well done.
We appear to be on track with the number of pledges collected this
year compared to the same time last year, but we are far short of the
number turned in by the end of calendar 2018. The more pledges
that we are able to gather, and the sooner they come in, the more
information the Vestry will have in making plans for next year –
what areas can grow, or in what ways might we have to reduce
spending? Please prayerfully consider your giving and fill in a
pledge card as soon as you can.
Last but not least, it is appropriate to recognize and express
appreciation for a lot of work and a lot of creativity to Stewardship
Committee members Lee Adams, Jim Donnelly, Kitty Gwaltney,
Samantha Ellis, and Robin Teasley. This is a loyal group that has
served not just this year, but in every case, for multiple years. They
are Shining Our Light.
Bill Miller, Chair of Stewardship

November 2019
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

Wed

Thu

6

7

9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth
Sunday School
7:00 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m. HE
Tri-Cities Band Handbells
Sunday School Ages. 2-11 Rehearsal
Rehearsal
12 pm England Meeting

6:00 p.m.
Potluck

7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir

10 8:00 a.m. HE

13

5
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Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

8:00 a.m. HE

11

12

AA Meeting

14

8:45 a.m. Big Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth
Sunday School
7 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m. HE
Tri-Cities Band Handbells
Sunday School Ages. 2-11 Rehearsal
Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir
6:30 p.m.
Vestry Meeting Rehearsal
AA Meeting

8 a.m. Men’s
7 pm “Among Breakfast &
Service Day
the Ruins”
organ recital
by Matthew
Little

17 8:00 a.m. HE

20

22

23

29

30

18

19

9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. HE
Sunday School Ages. 2-11 7 p.m.
Tri-Cities Band
5:15 p.m. Celtic Service
Rehearsal
Melissa Adams, piano and
Shona Freeman, flute

10:30 am
Ladies Home
Communion

24

26

25

7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.
Handbells

AA Meeting

27

8:00 a.m. HE
9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth 7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Sunday School
Tri-Cities Band Handbells
10:30 a.m. HE
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Sunday School Ages. 2-11

21

6:30 p.m. HE
Thanksgiving
Service

28

Office Closed

3
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December 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 8:00 HE

2

3

4

5

6

7

9:30 Sunday School
Adult and Youth
10:30 HE Sunday
School Ages 2-11

Poinsettia Pick Up
from 10 - 2 pm in
Lackey Hall

7 pm AA
7 pm Tri-Cities 7 pm Handbells 6 pm Potluck
Band Rehearsal

8 BAKE SALE
9
10
11
No 8 am HE
10:00 HE & Annual
Meeting
S.S. Ages 2-11
7 pm Tri-Cities 7 pm Handbells 6:30 pm
Band Rehearsal
Vestry Mtg
12 Battersea Tour

12

15 8:00 HE

19

16

9:30 Sunday School
Adult and Youth
10:30 HE Sunday
School Ages 2-11

7 pm Tri-Cities
Band Rehearsal

5:15 Celtic Service

22 8:00 HE

17
10:30 am
Communion
Ladies Home

23

24

13

14
8 am Men’s
Breakfast

7 pm AA
7 pm Choir
Rehearsal
20

21
9-10:30 am
Pageant
Rehearsal

7 pm AA
7 pm Choir
Rehearsal

7 pm Handbells

9:30 No Sunday
School

25

26

27

28

10:30 am HE
Christmas Day
Service

10:30 Advent IV &
Christmas Pageant

8:30 pm
Special Music

12 Altar Guild
Christmas Set-up
29
No 8 am service
No Sunday School
10:30 am Lessons
and Carols

18

Bake Sale Drop Off
from 10- 2 pm in
kitchen

7 pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00 pm HE

30

31

Office Closed

Office Closed

Church office closed December 25—January 1, 2020
1
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING,
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019
On Sunday, December 8, there will be no Christian Education or
8 am service - only a 10 am service followed by the Annual
meeting. Voting for four new vestry persons will take place along
with an updated report on the Every Member Canvass. Outgoing
vestry persons are: Sonyia Elder, Jim Hunter, Jonathan Shockley
and Kathy Talmage. Our thanks and appreciation for their faithful
service to the parish including serving as our nominating
committee to secure four qualified candidates for this year’s
election. Watch for information to come on the slate of new
Vestry Nominees for 2020 - 2022.

SIGN UP FOR CHRISTMAS DEDICATIONS
The cost is $20 which will support poinsettias and
greens decorating the sanctuary and altar.. The name
of your loved one will be listed in the Christmas
bulletins. The form to complete is located on the
table outside Lackey Hall, or contact the church
office at 733-7202 or Lee at shakubuku42@gmail.com. Deadline is
Sunday, Dec. 15.

Following this service, Christ and Grace will be participating with
the Battersea Foundation’s Home tour from 12-5 pm. Tickets will
be available in Lackey Hall and our stained glass windows will be
showcased.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
ECW NEWS
The ECW will hold its annual BAKE SALE on
Sunday, December 8. Donations of baked goods,
soups, casseroles, condiments and confections
will be greatly appreciated. They can be left in
the church kitchen on Friday, December 6, and
Saturday, December 7, between 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For questions, please contact Sally Seward:
joboz@aol.com or 861-3060.
Summer is over, Fall is here so the ECW Board have been busy
deciding on Fund Raising projects for the coming holiday season.
Unfortunately we will not have the Wreath sale this year due to
rising costs and shipping, and no volunteers to head up the program.
Kitty and Gregg need a break this year, we thank them so much for
all the years they have handled this project. Also next year we have
decided to discontinue the Tuesday mid day Lenten Services and
Lenten Lunches due to dwindling attendance over the past years.
Now for the good news, we have some great fundraisers planned.
Hope by now you have all placed your orders for the delicious
Georgia pecans. Due to the late Thanksgiving holiday, our Bake
Sale will be December 8. We will have cakes, pies, cookies,
casseroles, etc. so please help us with this project by baking or
buying or both.
Looking to 2020, we will be taking orders for Chili for super bowl
Sunday, February 2. We need everyone’s help because in 2019 we
were able to give $2270 to Parish Activities and $1610 to community Outreach, and we hope to continue this in 2020.
Valerie Jones, ECW President

POINSETTIAS SALE FROM THE NIGHT CIRCLE
It’s time to purchase your Christmas poinsettias
from the Night Circle. The cost is $6 each and
they come in 4 colors. Sign up sheets are located
in Lackey Hall and the deadline for orders is Tuesday, November 26. Pick up will be in Lackey Hall
on Friday, December 6, and Saturday, December
7, 10 - 2 pm, and Sunday, December 8, after the 10
am service and Annual meeting. See Margery
Wright for questions.

10:30 a.m. Christmas Pageant
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE
8:30 p.m. Special Music from our choir
9:00 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist
This year our service will include the singing of
Silent Night by candlelight.
Invite your friends and family to join us.
You won’t want to miss this beautiful service.
CHRISTMAS DAY, Wednesday, December 25
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols
CHRISTMAS I, December 29
(No 8 am Service)
(No Sunday School)
10:30 a.m. Lessons and Carols
The Church office will be closed from
December 26 - January 1.
Christmas Pageant
Time to begin thinking about the Christmas
Pageant, being held this year on Sunday, December
22 at 10:30 AM. All children and youth are invited
to be part of this pageant. We hope that all parents
can help with rehearsal on Saturday, December 21,
and to get the children in their costumes on Sunday
morning. Youth are needed to help narrate the
pageant and encourage the children. Let Rev.
Robin or Gina Mead know if you can help and mark your
calendars for the Best Christmas Pageant Ever!
COME JOIN THE ALTAR GUILD
Would you like to clean brass, arrange altar flowers or prepare the
altar for Sunday services? The Altar Guild needs you! No prior
experience necessary. Please contact Marigene Little at
marigenebookreader@hotmail.com for more information.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Fulfilling Our Mission

CELTIC CANDLELIGHT EVENSONG & COMMUNION

The mission of Christ & Grace Episcopal Church is to offer
hope, healing, and hospitality. By being agents of positive
change throughout our church and community, we fulfill not
only our church vision, but also the word of Christ.
In October, 2018 we started monitoring blood pressures at the
Hope Center. By making clients aware of their current blood
pressure readings we are able to help them obtain help and avoid
possible health catastrophes. Along with blood pressure
monitoring, education is provided about hypertension, diabetes,
and hypercholesterolemia.
In the year that we have been at the Hope Center, we have seen
276 clients and referred 18% of these clients for medical
care. We consider this number of patients seen as significant
because they are at the Hope Center for food and the abnormal
blood pressures are an incidental finding that needs treatment; at
times immediate treatment.
By assisting these people to get the help needed, we are
improving their health and therefore the health of Petersburg.
Elayne Pagano
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Men of the church come join us at 8:00 am
Saturday, November 16, for breakfast in
Lackey Hall followed by a few handyman
jobs. Please plan to come and pitch in on
some tasks that are needed to improve our building and grounds.
No special skills necessary. Your help will be most appreciated.

Musicians
November 17 Melissa Adams, Piano and
Shona Freeman, Flute
December 15 Laraine Smith, Vocal

Pre-service music begins at 5:15 p.m. with the service following
at 5:30 pm. A reception follows in Lackey Hall. Casual dress is
encouraged. Please plan to join us and bring your friends to this
special evensong.

INCLEMENT WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
In case of snow on any given Sunday this winter, please use your
best judgment and all precautions when venturing out. If you think
it is too dangerous to drive, by all means, stay home. You can find
out about cancellation notices through listings on the local TV
news stations as well as by email, Facebook, church website and
recorded message on church office telephone.

WHEELCHAIRS, ROLLATORS/WALKERS, CRUTCHES
AND OTHER MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
Do you need any medical equipment to make your home more user
friendly for relatives that may be visiting during the holidays or for
your own personal use. Please contact the church office 733-7202
to inform us of your needs.

Contact us at ChurchOffice@ChristAndGrace.org to request our monthly newsletter. You can also find current information on
our wesite www.ChristAndGrace.org and on our Facebook page ChristAndGracePetersburg, where you can like us and share us.

Staff
The Rev. Robin Teasley, Rector
Bill Owen, Music Director

Christ and Grace Church
1545 South Sycamore St.
Petersburg, VA 23805

Matt Little, Asst. Organist
Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary
Greg Gwaltney, Property Administrator
Office Hours
Monday - Office Closed
Tuesday - Friday, 9 - 1:00 p.m.
733-7202
The Church News is published monthly,
September — June
Deadline is the 15th

Address Services Requested
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