THE GOOD NEWS
Rally Sunday
September 8
8:00

Holy Eucharist

8:45

Big Breakfast

9:30

Youth Sunday School Meeting / No Adult Formation

10:30 Holy Eucharist
and Children’s Sunday School
Following the service

Refreshments & Conversation in Lackey Hall

Message from Robin+
Welcome back! It’s been a good summer and I have loved hearing from many of you about your
summer travels or the projects you’ve worked on over these past months because you had a little
more time, a little more daylight.
If you have children, your schedule changes when August ends, and even if you no longer have
children at home you can’t miss the sense of change in the air. The season after Pentecost is a long
green season that runs until Advent, but it’s almost as if nature says “we’ve gone on too long with
all this green and the heat of the sun – it’s time for a change!” And so the nights cool off, the fall
colors appear, the days shorten and there is almost an instinctive call to gather back together, to
return from vacations and rest and other places to the community where we are strengthened and
nurtured.
*******
SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday, September 1
8:30 am Morning Prayer
10 am Morning Prayer

FALL SCHEDULE
STARTS
Sunday, September 8
8:00 am Holy Communion
9:30 Christian Education
For Adults and Youth
10:30 Holy Communion
And Sunday School for
Ages 2-11

The earliest communities in the Church were very intentional about gathering to be the Body of
Christ. We have scriptural examples of these earliest communities in the New Testament Epistles,
and these writings tell us that communities then were not unlike communities now. They worked
together to bring about the Kingdom of God and they had to learn to live together, care for one
another, and work through their conflicts. One of the best portraits of these early Christian
communities is that of the very first one, which is documented in the first six chapters of the Acts
of the Apostles. There we see how they lived and worked together, modeling for us the life of a
Christian. The author of Luke-Acts tells us that, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and
had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47)
This way of living in community was the foundation of their faith, and part of this text can be
found in our Baptismal Covenant (Book of Common Prayer, page 304). As the priest asks, “Will
you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?”
We respond on behalf of our children, with a vow as we answer, “I will with God’s help.”
God helps us do this by the very presence of the Church – people gathered as a community of
believers to support one another in our life in Christ. There are lots of ways to do this at Christ and
Grace. Think about how you might answer, “I will, with God’s help” this fall. Come and worship,
attend the Sunday adult forum, programs for children and youth, fellowship events, and outreach
efforts. Welcome back – it’s time to be the Body of Christ in the community of Christ and Grace.
Blessings, Robin+

BIG BREAKFAST - RALLY SUNDAY
Don’t miss Big Breakfast on Sunday, September 8, from 8:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

EYC NEWS

.

With Gratitude for Jeff and Lisa Geisz

The nomination period for the slate of candidates to stand for
the 2020 Christ and Grace Vestry is now open. If you feel
called to serve on the Vestry for a 3-year term and you are
currently an active member within the communal life of Christ
and Grace who has been confirmed in the Episcopal Church,
please consider offering your gifts for service. If you would
like to nominate someone, please check with them to make
sure they meet these requirements before nominating them to
stand for the Vestry. Nominations will close on November 1
and a slate of candidates will be posted by November 17 with
the election on Sunday, December 8th at the Annual Meeting.
Nominating Committee Members are Sonyia Elder, Jim
Hunter, Bill Miller, Jonathan Shockley, Kathy Talmage. You
may contact any member of the Nominating Committee or
Rev. Robin with questions or to express interest.

We share with you the news that Jeff and Lisa
Geisz have discerned that it’s time for them to
step down from their organizational work with our Youth
Ministry. As Jeff shared, “After much contemplation I have
decided that it is time for God to do a new thing with the youth
ministry at Christ and Grace. I have been wrestling with this for
some time, but for a number of reasons (including work
demands) I have concluded the time is right for me to step
down.” The deep and supportive relationships that Jeff and Lisa
have formed with our youth will last them a lifetime. All of us at
Christ and Grace are immeasurably thankful for their ministry
with our youth. When you see them, do offer them your
gratitude.
We are working on solutions for how best to move forward in a
way that meets the needs of our current youth. Currently there
are 8 youth, three of whom are rising seniors, and we want to
offer them our best. In addition, Marigene Little, Cat Richardson,
and Brett Elder have been working with Jeff and Lisa and will be
continuing their ministry. Currently we are seeking someone who
can be an organizer/communicator for the Youth Group.
The life cycle of a church and of its individual ministries ebbs
and flows from year to year and this is normal. Christ and Grace
has been blessed to have a large youth presence in the past and
while our current group is small, we have a rising group of
elementary and preschool children who will become a thriving
youth group in years to come. Our task is to nurture our children
at every age.
If you feel God tugging at you to work with our youth group
(and they are all amazing!) please contact Kathy Talmage or
Robin+ or join us on September 8th as we explore ideas with our
youth and their parents.

SEPTEMBER IS RECOVERY MONTH
National Recovery Month is a national observance held every
September to educate Americans that substance use treatment
and mental health services can enable those with mental and
substance use disorders to live healthy and rewarding lives.
This observance celebrates the millions of Americans who
are in recovery from mental and substance use disorders,
reminding us that treatment is effective and that people can
and do recover. It also serves to help reduce the stigma and
misconceptions that cloud public understanding of mental and
substance use disorders, potentially discouraging others from
seeking help.
Recovery Month works to promote and support new
evidence-based treatment and recovery practices, the
emergence of a strong and proud recovery community, and
the dedication of service providers and community members
across the nation who make recovery in all its forms possible.
Join us for our Adult Forum on September 15 as we
welcome Omri Morris, the peer r ecover y specialist for the
Adult Substance Abuse department at Chesterfield County
Community Services Board. Omri will share her experience,
strength, and hope as it pertains to substance abuse, as well as
her story of overcoming addiction. For more information,
contact Laura Crocker at lcrocker2@radford.edu.

VESTRY NOMINATION

ADULT EDUCATION
(Meets in Lackey Hall at 9:30 am)
SEPT. 8
SEPT. 15
SEPT. 22
SEPT. 29

No Adult Forum, Rev. Robin meeting with Youth
Recovery Sunday – Speaker Omri Morris
Report on the Election of our Bishop
Lectionary Study, Wealth and Poverty

Youth

Sunday, September 8, at 9:30 am - All Youth, Parents and
anyone interested in Youth Programming are invited to an
information session in Lackey Hall.

Children

Sunday, September 8 - Children’s Sunday School resumes.
Please bring children to the Sunday School room downstairs
before the 10:30 AM service. Children will return to worship
before Communion.
We have a new curriculum this fall, Grow Together Now,
which will help our children grow in the character qualities
they need to become the person God created them to be.
Exciting, hands-on Sunday school lessons will explore the
character qualities of forgiveness, peacemaking, having a
servant’s heart, humility, kindness, and cooperation. For more
information or to volunteer in this program, please contact
Gina Mead at ginamariemead@yahoo.com.

ELECTRONIC GIVING AVAILABLE
Visit our website at christandgrace.org
and go to “Give” at the top of the page
for our online giving options. You can
also text a gift to 804-294-2214 listing the
donation amount as your message, and
then you will receive a link to complete
your donation. Both options are secure, fast and easy to use.

CREATING SAFE CHURCHES

SHINING OUR LIGHT

Safe Church training is grounded in our call to seek and serve
Christ in all persons and respect the dignity of every human
being.

We are excited by this year’s stewardship theme, “Shining
Our Light.” That theme, taken from the fifth chapter of
Matthew’s Gospel, speaks to us as individuals and as a
community of faith.

Creating safe spaces in our worship communities is a ministry
that we all share. Safe church policy and training is grounded in
our call to seek and serve Christ in all persons and to respect the
dignity of every human being. Our shared efforts to be aware,
educate others and respond effectively provides opportunities to
increase and enhance our ability to live out our Baptismal
Covenant within our communities of faith and in the world
beyond.
All dioceses of The Episcopal Church were required by General
Convention to adopt by January 2019 two model policies for
safeguarding those in our faith communities who may be
vulnerable. Two levels of training are now offered - Universal
and Specialized. The online training option will still be
available; however we will continue to encourage completion of
in-person classroom training.
Training recertification is now required every three years.
Parishioners who work with children and youth, or who visit
parishioners pastorally need to complete this training, as well as
staff and Vestry members. The next nearby training opportunity
will be at Redeemer, Midlothian on September 28 th. For more
information please visit http://www.diosova.org/safe_church or
contact Rev. Robin.

Individually, each of us is called to make sure we are letting
God’s light shine through our work, our friendships, our
service and our giving. We are called to be light bearers. It is
a powerful calling.
As a faith community, Christ and Grace is called to shine the
light of Christ through our worship, welcoming, pastoral care
and ministry to the wider community. How we use our time,
talents, and treasure determines how brightly we are shining
our light.
Keep watch for your Shining Our Light
materials to arrive in the mail, and mark
your calendars for our Stewardship
Kickoff Picnic on Sunday, October 6,
following our 10:30 AM service.
This year’s stewardship team members
are: Robin Teasley, Samantha Ellis, Kitty
Gwaltney, Jim Donnelly, Lee Adams, and
Bill Miller. Contact them if you have
questions.

THANK YOU

TREASURER NEWS
As the Summer turns to Fall we
know that Stewardship is right
around the corner. And we begin to
consider program planning for next
year and the costs associated with
maintaining these programs. However, before we begin
looking at Stewardship for next year I need to draw your
attention to our current financial position, specifically current
pledge income. Normal monthly budgeted costs to maintain
program levels at Christ and Grace is approximately
$29,000.00. Income to pay these costs come from several
sources, however, the largest is pledged income which is
expected to be 65% of total budgeted income for 2019. Average monthly income is budgeted at $19,528, yet as of July 30th,
we have received on average each month $12,846.
I understand that pledges drop during the Summer months and
many parishioners wait until the end of the year to make their
pledge. However, as expenses are paid and not offset by
income we will soon reach a point that we will need to consider
borrowing funds to maintain our current operations. Therefore,
if you have not done so already please consider bringing your
pledge current. For many it is just not possible and I certainly
understand but if you are able to help at this time we can avoid
paying debt service. With heartfelt thanks for what you have
done so far I appreciate your consideration now.
Thanks
Bob Holleman

We are grateful to all who spent time serving others in our
community this summer. Whether it was our two summer
picnic lunches at the Hope Center or the lunches provided to
hard working youth serving with Tri-Cities Work Camp,
Christ and Grace took time to be the heart and hands of
Jesus. Thanks to Kitty Gwaltney, Lee Boisseau, Missy
Gates, Gisela White, Bee Betts, Beegee Brinkley, Kathy
Ferguson, Martha Burton, Jim Hunter, Lee Miller, and
Marwee Walsh.

WONDERFUL WEEDERS

Thanks to Samantha and Ray Ellis, Matt Little, Mike and
Barbara Bristow, and Bob and Kristi Holleman for doing
some much needed weeding in the Memorial Garden and
other borders around the church. This is a ministry opportunity that means so much and we are grateful! Of course
the weeds have returned so we are always in need of more
volunteers to help us keep up with this never ending task.
If you can help, come by anytime and dig in.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Meets the third Saturday of each month at 8 am.
Watch the bulletin announcements for upcoming
plans.
Contact us at ChurchOffice@ChristAndGrace.org to request
our monthly newsletter. You can also find current
information on our website www.ChristAndGrace.org and on
our Facebook page ChristAndGracePetersburg, where you can
like us and share us.

DID YOU KNOW?






CELTIC CANDLELIGHT
COMMUNITY SERVICES

Mike and Barbara Bristow have added a new addition
to their family, a grandson, born to Lee and Emily on
June 12.
Our college freshmen, Meade Hall, Noah Hunter and
Jean Plymire ar e alr eady in full swing at Univer sity
of South Carolina, Hampden Sydney, and Sweet Briar
(respectively). Please keep them in your prayers as
well as all of our youth as they return to their school
endeavors.
Vestry Meetings are now being held the second
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.

Dates

Every 3rd Sunday
Pre-service Music begins at 5:15 p.m.
Service 5:30 p.m. Reception to follow in
Lackey Hall. Casual dress encouraged.
Invite your friends and neighbors.
Musician

September 15

Melissa Adams, Piano

October 20

Louise Daniel, Harp & Keyboard/Piano

November 17

Melissa Adams, Piano
And Shona Freeman, flute

Please join Sonyia Elder for a weekly
book reflection on Tuesdays, September
10 through October 8 from 5:45 - 7 pm.
(If there is interest, a morning offering
Thursdays from 9:30 -10:45 am, will be
added). We will be discussing Broken Wide Whole: Prayers
for Daily Living, a collection of 50 prayers and watercolor
works by artist and minister Suzanne L. Vinson. These
prayers invite you to create a sacred pause in the art of daily
living, to receive healing and care, and share that healing with
the world through seeds of loving kindness. Please contact
Sonyia at 804-691-1735 to sign up or for questions. Books are
included.

December 15

Laraine Smith, Vocal

Election of the 11th Bishop of the Diocese of
Southern Virginia
Walkabouts are open public forums where we can meet the
nominees, ask questions and hear their responses. They are
scheduled for:
- Saturday, Sept. 7 at 1 pm at Chanco on the James, 394 Floods
Dr., Spring Grove, VA.
- Sunday, Sept. 8 at 3 pm at Johns Memorial, 400 High Street,
Farmville, VA.
The election will take place on Saturday, September 21 at Prince
George High School.

Staff
The Rev. Robin Teasley, Rector
Bill Owen, Music Director
Matt Little, Asst. Organist
Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary
Greg Gwaltney, Property Administrator

Office Hours
Monday - Office Closed
Tuesday - Friday 9 - 1:00 p.m.
Newsletter is published monthly
September - June.
Deadline for entry is the 15th.

Christ and Grace Church
1545 South Sycamore St.
Petersburg, VA 23805

SEPTEMBER 2019
Refreshments and Conversation follow each Sunday worship service in Lackey Hall. Please consider
assisting with refreshments on a given Sunday. To do so, contact the church office at 733-7202.

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8:30 am /10:00 am
Morning Prayer at
both services

Office Closed
LABOR DAY

6 pm Potluck
Supper

7 pm Choir
Rehearsal
AA Mtg.

11

12

6:30 pm Vestry
Meeting

7 pm Choir
Rehearsal
AA Mtg.

18

19

8 RALLY DAY 9
8:00 am HE
8:45 Big Breakfast
9:30 Youth SS Mtg
No Adult S.S.
10:30 am HE
Sunday School
ages 2-11

15
8:00 am HE
9:30 Adult/Youth
Sunday School
10:30 am HE
S. S. Ages 2-11
5:30 pm Celtic
Service and
Reception

22
8:00 am HE
9:30 Adult/Youth
Sunday School
10:30 am HE
Sunday School
ages 2-11

29
8:00 am HE
9:30 Adult/Youth
Sunday School
10:30 am HE
S.S. ages 2-11
12 pm England
Choral Trip Mtg

10

Altar Guild
Team 2
Flower Team 2

13

14

Office Closed

16

17

Altar Guild
Team 3 /
Flower Team 3

20

8 am Men’s
Breakfast

Office Closed

7 pm
Hand Bells
Rehearsal

23

24

Office Closed

10 am ECW
Board Mtg.
Lackey Hall
7 pm
Hand Bells
Rehearsal

30
Office Closed

7 pm Band
Rehearsal

21

7 pm Choir
Rehearsal
AA Mtg.

25

26
7 pm Choir
Rehearsal
AA Mtg.

AG Team 4
Flower Team 4

27

28

AG Team 5
Flower Team 5

